
The Seaside Through the Years 

1900’s 2020’s

Food Fish and Chips 
Ice cream from a stall 

Fish and Chips 
Ice cream anywhere!

Activities Donkey rides 
Promenade and Pier
Listening to music in the 
bandstand
Rides at the funfair
Punch and Judy 
Beach huts

Donkey rides
Sunbathing
Swim in the sea
Arcade 
Punch and Judy
Rides at the funfair
Beach huts

Clothing People go to the beach with all 
of their clothes on. Ladies would 
get changed and go in the sea in 
bathing machines.

People also sometimes wear 
wetsuits to protect their skin from 
the sun and the cold sea.

Travel Working class people would 
travel by train and go on holiday 
once a year.

People now often go abroad on 
holiday and fly in an aeroplane to 
other countries.

Important People

Grace Darling
1815-1842

She was a 
lighthouse 
keeper’s daughter 
who famously 
rescued ship-
wrecked sailors. 

Key Vocabulary and Definition

arcade an indoor area containing coin operated games 
machines 

pier a structure that is built out into the sea for people 
to walk along

promenade a paved public walk, typically one along the seafront 
at a resort

bathing machine hut on wheels in the sea so people could get 
changed in private

beach huts a wooden building next to or on the sea for shelter 
during the day

travel to make a journey usually of some length

Punch and Judy a traditional puppet show for children performed at 
the seaside

funfair a fair of rides, sideshows and other amusements 

bandstand a covered outdoor platform for a band to 
play on

similar like something but not identical 

different not the same as another thing
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Historical Vocabulary 

within
living 
memory

things that have 
happened that 
people can 
remember

Year 1: modern, newer, older, after, 
more recently

Year R: older, younger, now, then, 
past, present, before

Why are we learning this? Why is it important? 

So we know about what changes have happened 
in the past and find out what is similar and 
different about going to the seaside. 

We can make observations about what we see 
and make comments about it so that we can 
improve our skills in history. 


