
Vocabulary

Chant A chant is a type of song that repeats 
words or phrases with little change the 
pitch or tune. It's something you may 
hear at a sports match by the  fans 
watching. “To chant” means “to repeat 
something in a monotone or repetitive 
way.” Chants have no harmony or 
instruments, only a simple rhythm and 
a lot of repetition.

Call and  
response

A style of music in which a leader sings 
or plays a short melody (the call) and a 
chorus of singers/players respond with 
an answering short melody (the 
response)

Timbre All instruments, including voices, have 
a particular sound quality which is 
referred to as timbre, eg squeaky, 
crackly, soft

GGA - Music Knowledge Organiser for Reception- Summer 1

Skills that I am going to learn. 

Instruments 
and how we play them

I can hit or tap the wood block

Exploring

Ways to use our voices or other 
sound sources 

Call and response

Listening, singing, and playing call 
and response patterns using 

instruments or body percussion 

Singing

Using our voice to perform a chant 

Why are we learning this? Why is it important?

To learn about different ways music can be structured. When we create our own music it helps us 
decide how to start, end the piece and what to 
have in the middle 



Vocabulary

Pitch Refers to the complete range of 
sounds in a piece of music from the 
lowest to the highest

Texture Layers of sound, such as those created 
by a melody accompanied by a drum 
beat

Rap Rapping is rhythmic, sometimes 
rhyming speech. Many people call 
the music that rappers use hip-hop 
music. Rap songs often tell stories 
about rappers and their backgrounds.
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Skills that I am going to learn. 

Instruments 
and how we play them

I can hit the metallophone

Create & Perform

Creating, performing and 
recording sounds to match a 

place at different times of day 

Listening

Identify pitched and 
unpitched  instruments

Singing & Playing

Performing  a song with 
pitch changes

Following

Pitch with hand actions and
body movement 

Why are we learning this?

To develop our skills in listening and understanding how 
music changes in pitch

Why is it important?

Pitch helps to shape a piece of music and creates 
different feelings


