
 

GOLDINGTON GREEN ACADEMY 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
Issue No: 172 November 2021 

Available in Alternative Format 

I hope that you all had a lovely half term break and that the children are now all ready 

for the next half term as we approach our festive Christmas season.   

It was with sadness that I made the decision to cancel the PTFA Fireworks Display 

again this year.  The PTFA work so hard to raise funds to further enrich our children’s 

curriculum but due to the rapidly rising cases in Bedford schools I needed to ensure 

we were doing as much as we could to keep our community safe.  I am aware, from my 

regular communication with all our cluster schools, that there have been a significant 

number of positive cases in some schools.  Fortunately our cases have been very small, 

but please continue to monitor your child’s health and avoid sending them in if they are 

displaying any signs of COVID-19.  Keep reiterating good personal hygiene, washing 

hands, avoid where you can overcrowded areas and remember to keep enclosed spaces 

well ventilated.  Hopefully we will all be able to enjoy both the lead up to and the 

whole festive period this year. 

Mrs C Skingsley 

Headteacher 

****For Term Dates DO NOT look at the Borough Council dates, 

please look at our school website.**** 

Diary Dates for November/December 
November 

1st Year 4 Parent Consultations 

2nd Willow Class visit to Castle Mound 

2nd Year 1 Parent Consultations 

3rd Individual/Sibling School  

      Photographs (including preschool) 

3rd Year 3 Parent Consultations 

3rd Year 5 Parent Consultations 

4th Year 6 Lincolnsfield Trip 

4th Apple Class visit to Castle Mound 

5th Maple Class visit to Castle Mound 

8th Acorn Parent Consultations 

9th Yr.1 Trip to Marston Forest Centre 

9th Year 2 Parent Consultations 

9th 4pm-5.30pm New Parents Open  

   Evening 

10th Year R Parent Consultations 

10th Acorn Parent Consultations (evening) 

11th Year 6 Parent Consultations 

w/b 15th Road Safety Week 

19th Children in Need “Dress Up Day” 

w/b 22nd Anti Bullying Week 

22nd am Coconut visit to St Mary’s Church  

23rd am Holly visit to St Mary’s Church 

26th am Monkey Puzzle visit to St Mary’s  

    Church 

December 

10th  Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

15th  Christmas Dinner Day 

17th Party Day 

17th Last Day of Term 

Children return to school for the Spring Term 

on Wednesday 5th January 

Poppy Appeal 
Poppies are now on sale in 
school in aid of the Royal  
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal.  
Also this year we have several 
child friendly Poppy Appeal 
items for sale:  Silicon Wristbands - £1, Poppy 
reflectors - 50p, Zip pulls - 50p or Snap Bands - 
£1.50 Stock is limited so don’t miss out and get 
yours quick!!  Please send in your donation in 
an envelope, making it clear what you would like 
to buy. 

Children In Need 
On 19th November we will once again be  
supporting Children In Need by holding a ‘Dress 
Up Day’.  The children can come to school 
wearing whatever they like and you can make a 
donation via Parent Pay to this worthy cause.  

There will also be Pudsey 
merchandise on sale at 
school.  Look out for more 
details to follow. 

Modeshift STARS 
As a school we have been working hard to 

achieve the Platinum accreditation of Modeshift 

STARS. This is an active travel initiative which 

aims to encourage children and adults to travel 

actively to school. Over the year children have 

taken part in many challenges and activities to 

achieve this award. These include the recent 

Bike to School Week where children actively 

travelled to school. Well done to everyone who 

took part in all the activities to help us achieve 

this award. The school will be presented with 

the award later this year. 



 

Year 2 Trip to Warwick Castle 
A report by Sophia in Willow Class 

On Tuesday 5th October Year 2 went on a trip to 
Warwick Castle.  First we went on the bus. I sat 
with my mum. Then we played. Next we went in 
the castle. It was dark. Then we went up lots of 
stairs. Next we watched some birds and the birds 
swooped over our heads. Then we saw some  
pretend people. They were scary. Finally a man 
told us lots about kings and queens. Then Kieron 
chopped Ajwa’s and my heads off (The man was 
teaching the children about Henry VIII!). Last we 
went on the bus and me and mum were bored. 

Admissions to Reception Year September 2022 
 

If your child’s date of birth falls between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 it is essential that 
you complete an application form for your child’s place in the Reception Year at school before the cut off 
date of 15th January 2022.  ALL PARENTS must apply for a Reception place, if you do not apply you will 
not be allocated a school place AT ANY SCHOOL. 
These applications can be completed online at www.bedford.gov.uk/onlineadmissions (which is the  
preferred method).  If you apply on line, please ensure you receive a confirmation email of this and keep 
it for future evidence should there be an issue with your application.  If you do not have internet access 
please telephone the School Admissions Service on 01234 718120 to request a paper application form. 
Please remember that your child will not automatically get a place at our school if they attend our Pre 
School or Acorns class, and that even though your child is wearing our school uniform and we very much 
see us as one school, preschool and Acorns children are not part of Goldington Green Academy until they 
are formally admitted into Reception through Bedford Borough procedures.   
All the information on the starting school process is online at www.bedford.gov.uk/startingschool  
Goldington Green Academy Open Evening for September 2022 intake is being held on Tuesday 9th  
November 4pm-5.30pm  Just drop in at any time during the session. 
 

Remember  
You must apply for your September Reception place with Bedford Borough Council 

Staff News 
We are pleased to welcome two new Midday  
Supervisors to our lunchtime team.  Miss Sophire 
Dodd and Miss Marie Perryment.  They will both 
be joining us later this month and we hope they  
enjoy working with us here at Goldington Green 
Academy.   
On a sadder note, we said goodbye to Miss  
Gemma Franklin, Senior Midday Supervisor at the 
end of last half term.  We wish her every success for 
the future. 

Conifer/Hornbeam News 
BIG THANK YOU to TESCOS on Riverfield Drive for  
donating Pumpkins to Conifer and Hornbeam. The  
children had a great time carving Pumpkins and had the 

best time. It was 
the perfect way to 
end the school 
term. From all of us 
at the Provision we 
hope you had a 
lovely half term 
and Happy  
Halloween! 

Year 3 Celtic Harmony Trip 

On a 

gloomy 

Monday 

morning 

our intrepid 

Year 3 time 

travellers 

boarded a 

coach  

destined 

for the 

Stone Age. 

On arrival 

at our destination we were greeted by our Stone Age hosts 

and assigned to our tribes for the day. 

The children spent the day learning about life in these 

harsh times starting with being shown how to create a fire. 

Following this they built dens, helped to make Doc leaf 

and Rosemary soup, discovered how Stone Age weapons 

were made and finally how Stone Age residents gathered 

their food.  

Even a local pheasant came to call on us, 

who proved a popular visitor with the  

children. The children all behaved  

splendidly and really threw themselves into 

their tasks as the day progressed. 

Well done Year 3. 



 

                       Values Education 
   During the month of November the school is focussing on the value of:  

Courage 
                                          

   If your child has demonstrated the value of Courage at home, please let us  

know by emailing their class teacher, stating the reason you are nominating them.             

   Names of pupils nominated for the monthly Value will appear on the School’s Value 

   Notice Board and School’s Website. 

Recipe of the Month  
Thai Noodle Salad 

Just like our Year 5 children shown in the picture, why don’t you try making this tasty 
recipe with your children at home.  Just follow the link below: 
 
https://letsgetcooking.org.uk/lets-get-cooking-at-home/recipes/thai-noodle-salad/ 

GGA Celebrates Black History Month 2021 
Proud To Be…  

During the month of October GGA celebrated once again the achievements of black people’s contribution to society 
from the past and present. The theme this year is ‘Proud to Be’. This theme has been inspired by the 2020 Black Lives 
Matter events.  
Over the years our school has been exploring ways to make our curriculum more culturally inclusive. Black History is 
celebrated as an annual event here at GGA in line with national celebrations taking place all over the country. At GGA 
we are proud of our culturally diverse community and our culturally inclusive curriculum.  We feel that it is important 
to celebrate everyone’s contributions no matter what their heritage is.  We use this month to enhance the children’s’  
learning by inviting artist into school to deliver a variety of art workshops.  
Children across the school have been exploring the contributions that black people have made to society. This included 
famous people such Mary Seacole, Harriet Powers, Ruby Bridges, Harriett Tubman, Victorian composer and political 
activist Samuel Coleridge–Taylor, Dr Martin Luther King’s March to Freedom and the sacrifices made by black service 
men and women from the Caribbean who served in WW2.   
Please visit our school’s website to view the fun that children had with their learning. Go onto Cultural Diversity tab, 
Black History  

Famous quote by Frances Wright 
Equality is the soul of liberty; there is, in fact, no liberty without it. 

https://letsgetcooking.org.uk/lets-get-cooking-at-home/recipes/thai-noodle-salad/


 

GOLDINGTON GREEN ACADEMY 
2021/2022 TERM DATES 

 

 
 

Staff training days/school closed to pupils: 
Thursday 02 and Friday 03 September 2021 
Friday 22 October 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 
Tuesday 19 April 2022 

May Day Bank Holiday – Monday 02 May 2022  
 

 

GOLDINGTON GREEN ACADEMY 
2022/2023 TERM DATES 

 

 
 

Staff training days/school closed to pupils: 
Thursday 01 and Friday 02 September 2022 
Friday 21 October 2022 
Tuesday 03 January 2023 
Monday 17 April 2023 

May Day Bank Holiday – Monday 01 May 2023 
 
 

 

Revised 14 October 2021 

Autumn Term 2021: Starts Monday 06 September 2021 

  Half Term 25 October – 29 October 2021 

  Ends Friday 17 December 2021 

Spring Term 2022: Starts Wednesday  05 January 2022 

  Half Term 14 February – 18 February 2022 

  Ends Friday 01 April 2022 

Summer Term 2022: Starts Wednesday 20 April 2022 

  Half Term 30 May – 03 June 2022 

  Ends Thursday 21 July 2022 

Autumn Term 2022: Starts Monday 05 September 2022 

  Half Term 24 October – 28 October 2022 

  Ends Friday 16 December 2022 

Spring Term 2023: Starts Wednesday 04 January 2023 

  Half Term 13 February – 17 February 2023 

  Ends Friday 31 March 2023 

Summer Term 2023: Starts Tuesday 18 April 2023 

  Half Term 29 May – 02 June 2023 

  Ends Friday 21 July 2023 


