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There continues to be a lot of things going on in school and we have much information to share 

with you as always.   

We are looking forward to welcoming our Monkey Puzzle children back to school on 1st  

December following their class closure.  A huge thank you to all of you who have been able to 

support pupils at home with their remote learning.  The teachers have tried to provide lots of  

activities, videos and guidance for you all and have had lots of communications from many of 

you.  I hope that you can all keep this going and that we can welcome your children back next 

week.   

Obviously class/bubble closures are not something we can control, and it is a requirement 

based on DfE and Public Health England (PHE) advice should we have further positive cases of 

COVID.  It may happen again before the end of term to other classes/year groups, we simply 

don’t know.  Please keep up to date with any information on ‘home learning’, Google Classroom, 

as this will make things much easier if it does happen to your child’s class. 
 

Festive activities are already underway in school and the children have been making  

decorations for the backdrop to our Christmas performances.  These will be virtual this year 

and uploaded privately onto YouTube for all our families to enjoy at their leisure.  A huge thank 

you to Mrs Peck, Lisa Martin, Chris Hepworth & Eleri Jones, our music teaching team, for their 

hard work ensuring we can still celebrate Christmas in school safely during these different 

times.  Details to follow. 
Mrs C Skingsley 

Headteacher 

****For Term Dates DO NOT look at the Borough Council dates, 

please look at our school website.**** 

Diary Dates for December/January 
 

December 

17th  Christmas Dinner Day 

18th Party Day and Santa visiting  

  (details to follow) 

18th  Christmas Performances available  

  on line (details to follow) 

18th Last day of term 

 ****Christmas Holidays**** 
January 

5th  Start of Spring Term 

Staff News 

We are sorry to say goodbye to Miss Nayomi 
Gregory, Senior Midday Supervisor who will be 

leaving us on 6th December.  We wish her well 
for the future.  We will also be saying a  

temporary goodbye to Mrs Emma Woodford, 

Pre School as she starts her maternity leave at 
the end of term.  We wish her and her husband 

well and look forward to news of the new baby 
due in January. 

We’ve received some lovely news that Mrs Lisa 
Martin, Music Teacher and 

Songs Squad, has given birth to 

a baby girl, Eva Elizabeth  
Martin on 21st November 

weighing 7lb 8oz.   
Congratulations from all at 

Goldington Green Academy. 

Remembrance Day 
A report by Connie, Hazel Class 

Remembrance Day is all about remember-
ing those who got hurt and who died during 
World War 1 and 2 and other conflicts.  At 
school we can buy poppies.  Poppies are 
involved in Remembrance Day because 
during World War 1 it was so muddy they  
started to grow.   
At 11 o’clock on the 11th 
month we have two 
minutes silence to  
remember those who died. 

Reading books 
Thank you to everyone who 

completed our recent parent 

questionnaire on reading. We 

have recently purchased a large 

number of new levelled reading books across 

the school. This means that we now have 

lots of new exciting books for the children to 

read! Please remember that your child will 

bring home two books – one linked to their 

phonic/reading ability and one which is a love 

of reading book. We are currently looking 

into how we can safely allow children to  

borrow books from the school library for their 

love of reading book. We will let you know 

when we have more information about this! 



 

Science at Home 
Can you make a Lemon sink? 
 
What you need: 
A tall jar/glass 
Water 
Lemon or Orange 
 
We tried pushing one down in the water to make the lemon sink, but it just popped back up again  
 
WHAT ABOUT IF WE CHOP IT INTO SMALLER PIECES?  
I expected these small bits to sink, as without its waterproof skin water can get into the lemon pulp and 
add to its weight, but our segments still floated.  
We then removed the skin and found the bits of lemon sank? Why do you think this is?  
Can you predict which fruits will sink and which float and test them?  
 

WHY DO OBJECTS FLOAT IN WATER?  

Density plays a part in why some things float and some sink. Objects that are more dense than water 
sink and those less dense float. The inside of the lemon has a bigger density than inside and skin  
together, making it float.   
When an object floats, it pushes water out of the way (displacement ). Have you ever noticed that when 

you climb into a bath the water level goes up? That’s because your body displaces the water upwards . 

Appropriate Clothing 
Please can we ask that you send your child to school 
wearing appropriate clothing for the weather  
conditions.  Children spend up to an 
hour outside over the lunch period 
and therefore need a warm coat, 
gloves, hat and scarf to wear.  Also 
during wet or snowy conditions a pair 
of wellingtons are a good idea to  
prevent children spending the day 
with wet feet. 

Communication /Adult Behaviour Policy 

As we expect our children to follow our 22 school values, 

may we remind you that, as adults, we must follow their  

example and show the same values of respect, tolerance,  

patience, understanding etc.  Unfortunately there have been 

occasions where members of staff have been spoken to  

rudely and abruptly when trying to do their job.  We at 

school are all here to help wherever we can, but please speak 

to us in a way you would like to be spoken to yourself. 

With this in mind, we would like to draw your attention to 

our Adult Behaviour Policy which can be accessed via our 

school website.  This policy clearly sets out our expectations 

for adult behaviour and the possible consequences that may 

have to be implemented if acceptable behaviour is not  

adhered to.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Reading Awards! 
We are very excited that so many children have received 
their Bronze and Silver Reading Awards already this term! 

 
 

These awards are gained by 
reading at home. Bronze is for 
25 reads, Silver for 50 reads, 
Gold for 100 reads and  
Emerald for 200 reads. When 
the children gain the award, 
they are presented with a  
certificate and a badge to wear 
on their uniform. 

School Closure due to Severe Weather 

As the cold winter months approach us it is important that 
you know the processes Bedford Borough Council use if the 

decision is made to close the school due to severe weather 
conditions.  During periods of potential weather disruption 

we ask parents to: 

 Check our school website 

www.goldingtongreenacademy.co.uk where it will 
clearly state either ‘school closed’ or ‘school open’ 

and a link will be available to our Severe Weather 
policy. 

 Check the following website for information on 

school closures www.bedford.gov.uk/school closures 

and for school transport cancellations 
www.bedford.gov.uk/winterupdates 

 If you do not have access to the internet, please lis-

ten to one of the following radio stations Heart 
96.9FM or Three Counties Radio 95.5FM. 

Please note that if the school is open it does not  

automatically mean that it is safe for the contracted school 
transport to run.  In the event of worsening weather  

conditions during the school day it may become necessary 
to close school early in this very rare event school will  

contact parents to advise them of the situation. 



 

                       Values Education 
   During the month of December the school is focussing on the value of:  

Peace 
                                          

   If your child has demonstrated the value of Peace at home, please let us know  

   by emailing their class teacher, stating the reason you are nominating them.              

   Names of pupils nominated for the monthly Value will appear on the School’s Value 

   Notice Board and School’s Website. 

Recipe of the Month  
 

Gingerbread Biscuits 
 

Why not try making this recipe at home with your children for  
Gingerbread Biscuits.  The picture shows some Reception children  
making them.  Just follow the link below: 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/gingerbread_biscuits_38814 

Year 6 Visit to Lincolnsfield Centre 

A report by John in Beech Class 

Have you ever wanted to see a bomb or experience school life in the forties? Year 6 went on a trip and experienced WW2 

life. It was amazing, especially for a history fan like me. The place was called the Lincolnsfield Centre near Watford. If 

you like WW2, read on… 
 

The school hall - After we got off the bus, we met all of the people at the centre. Their names were Jack and three other 

women but I forgot their names. We put our bags down and moved on to… 
 

The school - We went to the school and it was mean. The woman showed us everything they used, such as a cane. School 

was rough. They would hit you with a cane or a metre stick. They said that you would get your hand crushed if you 

opened your desk without asking. If you fell over the teacher would just laugh. There was also a weird fire extinguisher – 

it was like a horn. Next was… 
 

The Blitz Experience - Here there was a bit of everything. First, we saw an unexploded bomb. Jack, the leader of the 

room, told us how they disarmed a bomb. It was fascinating. Then Jack said that we needed to get in a shelter like the 

ones that schools use to have so we did. It was scary because everyone started to shout, “We are going to die! We are  

going to die!” Jack explained that Winston Churchill was trying to protect St. Paul’s Cathedral. There was a painting of 

London with big lights that would blind people who flew airplanes and they would get a gun out and shoot planes. There 

was an exploded toilet and then we a picture of London when it was hit by a bomb. 
 

The war museum - At this point we got lost but then we found the war museum. It was cool. There were gadgets and 

James Bond stuff because the man said that the man who wrote the James Bond books was in the war. There were some 

cool statues and every bit represented what war was actually like. 
 

The war museum room - In this room we got to put on a backpack which soldiers would have had. There were badges and 

they were for each country in America. There were old 1940’s Coca Cola cans which were very rusty. There were also 

mannequins of soldiers and nurses and one of the soldiers had a bleeding eye. 
 

Lunch time - At lunchtime I sat with my friends. I ate some lovely food like pitta bread with chicken, some crisps, a  

yogurt and a Kit Kat. 
 

Home in the 40s - This was a cool place. There was a bathtub but water was rationed so it was a tin bath. The woman 

showed us how to wash and dry clothes. We then went to the kitchen. The kitchen was not luxury but cool and there was 

an iron and a kit kat. There was an old stove that was made of metal. The kitchen was OK but the magic happened in the 

living room. Here there were toys and we listened to a wireless. In the bedroom the 

woman said, “All the people had to sleep in one room.” 
 

Garden - The garden was a little bit boring. The garden had a rabbit cage but I 

don’t think there were any rabbits in there. This was because they kept rabbits for 

meat in WW2. There was an Anderson Shelter but we could not go in there  

because it was flooded. Then the woman set off the air raid siren like it was a 

bomb drill. 
 

Home time - Overall I had a good time. Did you? I know that you were not there 

but my writing has given a good idea. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/gingerbread_biscuits_38814

